Techniques for controlling weeds from https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/cpp/WeedRemovalFactsheets.htm

The following information describe simple weed removal techniques which can be used in bush regeneration projects:

Control of small, hand-pullable plants (PDF - 88KB)
This fact sheet outlines methods for removal of small soft weeds (eg. fleabane, crofton weed, small grasses) and seedlings of any weeds (including privet, lantana and moth vine).
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Control of vines and scramblers (PDF - 99KB)
This fact sheet outlines mMethods for removal of vines such as balloon vine, morning glory, honeysuckle, cape ivy, jasmine, madeira vine and blackberry.
[image: ]








Control of weeds with underground reproductive stems (PDF - 118KB)
This fact sheet outlines methods for removing weeds with tap roots (eg. catsear, dandelion), rhizomes (eg. asparagus fern, ginger plant), bulbs and corms (eg. oxalis, onion weed, watsonia, freesias, montbretia) and tubers (eg. madeira vine, arrow head vine).
[image: ]
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Control of woody weeds (PDF - 114KB)
This fact sheet outlines methods for removal of woody weeds such as lantana, bitou bush, cotoneaster, privet, camphor laurel, Mickey Mouse bush (ochna) and cassia/senna.
[image: ]
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ETHODS OF REMOVAL

@ HAND REMOVAL

STEp 2

Examples of vines include:

@ balloon vine, morning glory, honeysuckle,
cape ivy, jasmine, madeira vine, blackberry

REGENERATION

Take hold of one runner and gently pull
it along the ground towards you.

Check points of resistance where
fibrous roots grow from the nodes.
Cut roots with a knife or dig out with
a trowel and continue to follow the
runner.

The major root systems need to be
removed manually or scrape/cut and
painted with herbicide.

Bag any reproductive parts.

@ STEM SCRAPING

With a knife, scrape 15 to 30 cm of the
stem to reach the layer below the
bark/outer layer.

Immediately apply herbicide along the
length of the scrape.

STEM SCRAPING.

INFORMATION SHEET

Control of Vines and Scramblers

considera

o

o

o

HAND REMOVAL

A maximum of half the
stem diameter should be
scraped. Do not ring bark.

Larger stems (>1cm)
should have two scrapes
opposite each other.

Aerial tubers on madeira
vine should die with the
plant when stem scraping
is used. Those that fall
from the plant in the
scraping process need to
be bagged.

Vines can be left hanging
in trees after treatment.
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BUSH REGENERATION INFORMATION SHEET

Control of Weeds with Underground Reproductive Structures

Examples: Weeds with @ Tap roots - catsear, dandelion
® Rhizomes - asparagus fern, ginger plant

@ Bulbs and corms - oxalis, onion weed, watsonia, freesias, montbretia
@ Tubers - madiera vine, arrow head vine

METHODS OF REMOVA

o HAND REMOVAL OF PLANTS WITH A TAPROOT
Examples: Paddy’s lucerne, dandelion

Gently remove and bag seeds or fruit.

Push a narrow trowel or knife into the ground
[srer 3]
[srer o]

HAND REMOVAL

next to the taproot. Carefully loosen soil. Repeat
this step around the taproot.

[EEEEEN  Grasp stem at ground level, rock plant back
wards and forwards and pull gently.

[ENMEY  Gently tap the roots to dislodge soil. Replace
disturbed soil and lightly pat down.

@ CROWNING (Many grasses can be crowned)
Example: asparagus fern

Gently remove and bag stems with seed or fruit
Grasp the leaves or stems together so that the

base of the plant is visible.

Insert, at an angle, a knife or lever, close to the

“crown”.
Cut through all the roots around the crown.
Remove and bag the crown.
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| Control of Weeds with Underground Reproductive Structures -

NerouaL TRoT

considerations

O Further digging may be
required for plants with more
than one tuber (e.g. arrow
head vine).

METHODS OF REMOVAL

@ REMOVAL OF PLANTS WITH BULBS, CORMS

OR TUBERS
Examples: onion weed, watsonia, arrowhead
vine, montbretia

B Fé'n

Rt

oL Move leaf litter away from base of plant.
I Dig down next to the stem until the bulb
or tuber is reached. -

Remove plant and carefully bag the bulb
or tuber.

O some bulbs (e.g. oxalis,
onion weed) may have small
bulbils attached or present in
the soil around it. These need
t0 be removed.

It may be quicker and more
effective to dig out the weed.

Make sure native plants and

@ HERBICIDE TREATMENT - STEM SWIPING seedlings will not be

Gently remove any seed or fruit and affected.
carefully place into a bag. Learn and understand how
Using a herbicide applicator, swipe the the herbicide works - for bulb
Austalian stems/leaves. and corm species the most
Aesscation effective time is after
Regenerators flowering and before fruit is

set.

Have you addressed all safety

issues 7
Ilustrations: V. Bear
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Control of Woody Weeds

Examples of woody weeds include: @ lantana, bitou bush, cotoneaster, privet (cut and paint)
@ camphor laurel, Mickey Mouse bush (ochna) and
cassia/senna (stem scrape)

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

The following general

METHODS OF REMOVAL

@ CUT AND PAINT —Useful for small to medium precautions should be made
sized woody weeds up to 10cm basal diameter when using herbicides:

Make a horizontal cut as close to the ®  Read the label before

ground as possible with secateurs, opening the container and

loppers or a bush saw. follow the instructions.
Sow \mmediately apply herbicide to th @ Wear protective clothing
Nitloat ¥ apply herbicide to the as directed on the label. | O Cuts should be horizontal
PARIG AND exposed flat stump surface. @ Wash hands after use 10 prevent herbicide from
SERVICI and before eating or running off the stump.

smoking. Sharp angle cuts are

hazardous.

O Herbicide must be
applied immediately
before the plant cells
close and translocation of
herbicide ceases.

O  If plants resprout, cut and

\AAL fi
paint the shoots after

uraan sufficient regrowth has

ofBuh occurred

Regenerators

O Stem scraping can be
more effective on some
woody weeds.

ustrations: V.Bear
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d Control of Woody Weeds =

METHODS OF REMOVAL

@ STEM INJECTION @ FRILLING OR CHIPPING
For use on larger shrubs or trees above 10cm basal

ideration

on

Nﬂ‘ AL diameter and in inaccessible sites where removal is a o Hould be healh
el
SERV INJECTION: At the base of the tree g

drill holes at a 45 degree angle into
the sapwood at 5 cm intervals.

OR

Deciduous plants should
be treated in spring and

o y e autumn when leaves are
fully formed

FRILL/CHIP Make a cut into the

O  For multi-stemmed
sapwood with a chisel or axe.

plants, inject or chip

below the lowest branch
Fill ea;h h?\e/cut with herbicide or treat each stem
immediately. individually.
Australian Repeat the process at 5 cm intervals Herbicide must be
Association around the tree.

of Bush
Regenerators

injected immediately
before the plant cells
close (within 30 seconds)
and translocation of
herbicide ceases.

ustrations: V.Bear
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BUSH REGENERATION INFORMATION SHEET

Control of Small Hand-pullable Plants

To Control: @ Small soft weeds eg. fleabane, crofton weed, small grasses
@ Seedlings of any weeds including privet, lantana, moth vine

METHODS OF REMOVAL
@ HAND REMOVAL (Minimal Disturbance)

Gently remove any seeds or fruits and
carefully place into a bag

Grasp stem at ground level.

Rock plant backwards and forwards

to loosen roots, and pull out gently. considerations

Carefully tap the roots to dislodge any
soil. Replace disturbed soil and pat
down.

Leave weeds so that roots
do not make contact with
soil eg. on a rock - a
small amount of debris
can be hung in a tree or
removed from the site.

Vary your body position
10 avoid fatigue when
using hand removal
continuously.





