Q GRASSROOTS
Many hands working rogether
Jor the Tweed Environment.

November 2025

Hello Landcarers,

Welcome to our November edition of the Grassroots Gazette. As the year reaches an end things have
only got busier! Earlier in the month we attended North Coast regional Landcare Network’s
Community of practice in Port Macquarie hearing all about the great work of Landcare networks from
across the NSW North Coast region. We followed up with a Community Planting with Burringbar
Landcare to stabilise the creek bank and improve fish habitat. Our recent Searching for the Spotted
Tailed Quoll event on the 11 November was a great success, and the Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal
Land Council (TBLALC) Land and Sea Rangers recently led a successful Cultural burn at Fingal Head on
TBLALC land. We have ended the month on a high note, celebrating the achievements of the past
financial year with a visit to a passionate property owner taking part in our Filling the Biodiversity
Gaps: Connecting the Tweed Coast to the Border Ranges Project (Stage 1 & 7) and at our Annual
General Meeting on the 24 November, and welcoming Alicia as our new Secretary on our Committee -
welcome Alicia! There is lots to update on, and still lots more happening before the end of this year,
so keep reading to find out more!

If you have to share for our next issues, please contact me at
Isabelle.oude-egberink@tweedlandcare.org.au

Isabelle and Penny (TLI Committee)


mailto:Isabelle.oude-egberink@tweedlandcare.org.au

Tweed Landcare acknowledges that this landscape, which nurtures us and that we care for, is part of
the Bundfalung Nation. We pay respect to ancestors and elders of the clans that have been part of this
country for thousands of generations. We acknowledge the dispossession of land and the disruption of

culture that has led to damage that we as Landcarers now seek to heal

Tweed Landcare Coordinator:
Amalia Pahlow (Mon - Thurs) (02) 6670 2199
amalia.pahlow@tweedlandcare.org.au

Tweed Landcare Community Officer:
Isabelle Oude-Egherink (Mon - Thurs) (02) 6670 2192 or 0452 118 973
isabelle.oude-egherink@tweedlandcare.org.au

This newsletter is produced with support from the NSW Landcare Enabling Program,
a collaboration of Local Land Services NSW supported by the NSW Government.

Please donate to Tweed Landcare Inc.

Donations are tax deductible.

Scan the QR code or head to our website -
https://tweedlandcare.org.au/donate/

2025 National Landcare Conference Video Recordings

Now Available!

2025 National Landcare
Conference

Sunday, 21 September to Wednesday, 24 September 2025

Landcare: Nature, Agriculture, Land and People Positive”

If you missed the Landcare Conference back in September — not too worry! They
recorded it! Explore key resources from the 2025 National Landcare Conference on
their website - including videos of conference panel, plenary and stream sessions and
posters showcasing the work of Landcare groups and organisations across Australia
here.


https://tweedlandcare.org.au/donate/

Chillingham Landcare Open Day
Sunday 14 December

Sunday December 14th at 8-11 am, Chillingham Landcare Open Day @ the
Chillingham Xmas Markets at the Community Centre @ 1469 Numinbah Road,
Chillingham

Interested in making a difference in supporting your local environment and
community? Tweed Shire Council supports over 200 volunteers across 16 different
Nature Care groups across the Shire, including Chillingham Landcare, who are inviting
the community for an Open Day to learn more about how the group is restoring a reach
of the Rous River and share how others can play their part too.

Activities include a guided walk and talk, demonstration of a Landcare working bee
(e.g. environmental weed control), native/exotic plant identification, free native plant
giveaway — plus the opportunity to help out your local Nature Care group! Visit
volunteering for more information or email naturecare@tweed.nsw.gov.au.
Wear a hat, closed footwear, sun smart clothing.



mailto:naturecare@tweed.nsw.gov.au

Seed Collection Safari: Byron & Tweed Shires

Join Tweed Landcare and Michelle Chapman from Seed Tree Maps for an engaging and
informative Seed Collecting Safari Bus Trip! This exciting event is your chance to
actively contribute to the North Coast Regional Seedbank Project, helping us create a
vital, genetically diverse native seedbank for the entire NSW North Coast region.

“F What You'll Discover

* Identify a range of crucial Sclerophyll species in the field.

* Master the techniques for correct and ethical seed collection for the North Coast
Regional Seedbank

* Prepare to send your collected seeds to the regional Seedbank.

Your contributions will directly help increase the supply of genetically diverse native
seed, bolstering future conservation and restoration efforts across the region.

Event Details

* Date: Wednesday, 3rd December

* Time: 9:00 AM — 4:30 PM (Please arrive 15 minutes early for check-in) - The meeting
point will be confirmed upon registering prior to the event.

* Host: Tweed Landcare Inc.

* Focus: Sclerophyll species identification and collection techniques for the North Coast
Regional Seedbank Project.

[ Reserve Your Seat: Wild Seed Safari: Tweed & Byron Shires Tickets, Various sites
around the Tweed and Byron Shires | TryBooking Australia



https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1502367
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1502367

Step into the Secret World of Fungi!
The Mushroom Whisperers LIVE @

The Citadel

Sunday 14 December

Remember the stunning film
"Follow the Rain" (screened here
at The Citadel or on Netflix)? Now,
prepare to experience the magic
of that film's soundtrack LIVE!

Experience the Hidden Pulse of

Nature www.seeteaproductions.com.au

with this live performance by the i flL o] 21

Mushroom Whisperers in a ~

mesmerizing 50-minute bl_lﬂ D@C 14

performance where music meets  [RERSNEVEN@I =16 (o 11|

mycology. . Carla Thackrah (flute &
; o voice) & Romano Crivici

Watch as Romano (piano & violin) [ SEEREES. <8 (violin & piano)

and Carla (flute & voice), the / | g '

world-class musicians who made B e Rl supporting...

the music behind the soundtrack | [ _’?

of Follow The Rain, channel the . : ; Q

secret rhythms of the fungal - _ | Tweed

kingdom, accompanied by v f Landcare

exclusive, never-before-seen
time-lapse imagery of fungi by cinematographers Stephen Axford and Catherine
Marciniak.

Get ready for a truly enchanting evening where music and nature intertwine, revealing
the hidden enchanting world of fungi @

All profits will be generously donated to Landcare!
%% Date & Time: 14" December - 3pm and 7pm sessions
© Location: The Citadel - 21 Queen St, Murwillumbah
&8 Tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/the-mushroom-whisperers



https://events.humanitix.com/the-mushroom-whisperers

Bilambil Landcare - A morning with Gary

Bilambil Landcare is a hard working small group who works a challenging Landcare site.
Tucked away down in the Bilambil valley, near the creek, it’s easy to miss the humble
sign on the side of Bilambil Rd. that shows the way to the site. Behind the sign is a small
flight of green stairs which leads to a beautiful cool subtropical rainforest.

Gary was on the phone busily arranging stakes to be delivered to the site when |
arrived. He guided me down the green stairs and into the rainforest pointing out the
plants and the sounds of frogs, walking with us was Cliff Clothier, his friend and long-

time volunteer at Bilambil.

The subtropical rainforest covering Bilambil was once a patchwork of forest types:
Lower subtropical Rainforest, Dry Rainforest with patches of Brush Box. Bilambil
Landcare began with The Bilambil Creek project in 1983, when a small island in Bilambil
Creek, east of the Bilambil Bridge was revegetated with rainforest trees. Gary saw that
original site back in the 80’s. “l was walking my dogs one day and saw this piece of land
in the middle of the creek and thought ‘I’d like to plant trees there, so | approached the
owners which were then the ‘Terranora Lake Country Club’ and asked them whether |
could plant some trees, and then said ‘Yeah - go for it!"".” And that’s how it all began.
Now the trees are about 43 years old.” This planting is possibly one of the earliest
restoration attempts in the Northern Rivers.

Further planting along the creek took place after that, and Tweed Shire Council and
Tweed Landcare got involved. In the next 10 years 1.6 kilometres of creek bank was
revegetated with 15,000 trees planted. In 2012 Bilambil Landcare started rehabilitating
4 hectares of Council land west of Bilambil Road and 13,000 trees and 3000 palms were
planted. In 2020 we approached the owner of the freehold land to the west ,proposing
we fence and re-afforest 2 hectares of his land. He agreed and funded by a grant from
Greater Bank we started work. Five years later with 5000 trees and 2000 bangalows
planted we are still not finished. Completion date is hopefully 2027.

The site has been carefully looked after all these years in the hands of Gary Austin with
his small dedicated group of volunteers.

| sat down with Gary to ask him some questions.



What motivated you to start doing this work?

| just like trees. | think the birds need all the help they can get quite frankly, the birds of
our world are under great stress, so anything we can do to increase their habitat is just
so important - so this is what we do. It fills in your days when you’re retired too.

How has your life been impacted by this work?

It just gives you a reason to exist. | think it's just think when you've gone you can think
you've left something behind that is worthwhile, which | think is important. Everybody
should do something worthwhile.

What is the most rewarding part of your Landcare volunteer experience?

| think other people being here to be involved it's not something you'd like to do by
yourself, you like to share it. But not enough people are interested, it worries me. | play
golf and so many people you play with have no interest when you talk about what
you're doing, their eyes glaze over the thing - they're just not interested. Very few
people are interested in nature. They've become too detached from the real world,
unfortunately.

What would you say to someone who is considering volunteering with Landcare?

It’s a bit of a commitment; it’s sheer hard work in this part of the world anyway -
especially in summer. Pace yourself and take your time. Watching the forest evolve is
very rewarding, you take a photo one year and take a photo at the same time the next
year and you see how much the forest changes so much - and it is so rewarding to see
the advancement. You become aware of the cycles, the site changing, the plants
flowering, and you hear the bees! | am on the golf course some days and | say to the
guys “Listen”... They say - ..”What?”. | say “[do you] hear that?... it’s bees!”. And then
they hear it because they are just not tuned it...

We stopped talking to listen and hear the sounds of nature, the sound of the breeze
and of leaves falling.

This year Bilambil Landcare was winner of the Tweed’s Sustainability Awards ‘Wildlife
Habitat and Conservation’ category for his dedication over the past 40 or so years
restoring the site as Bilambil. 30,000 trees have now been planted at the site.



Filling The Biodiversity Gaps: Site Tour

On Sunday 9 November 14 people attended the community tree planting at Burringbar
Community Landcare site. The day was part of a Partnership grant which is a collaboration
between Burringbar Community Landcare, OzFish Unlimited, Tweed Shire Council and Tweed
Landcare. In a few hours the enthusiastic team planted, watered and staked 250 local native
riparian plants to help stablise the creek bank and improve fish habitat. Burringbar
Community Landcare volunteers will now look after the plants while they establish.

On the 17 November, we visited a property in Wardrop Valley to see the hard work that had
been done as part of our Filling the Biodiversity Gaps Project - Stage 1 (2015-2018) and Stage
7 (2012-2025) where we were able to observe restoration work at the different stages of the
project. We had the added bonus that the property owner who welcomed us was a bush
regenerator, with over 20 years of experience.

We started on top of the hill and made our way down to the creek. Significant weed control
has been undertaken at the property by the landowner together with Bushland Restoration
Services since 2015 - predominantly tackling weeds like Lantana, Wild Tabacco, Giant Devils
Figs in the mid-story and Camphor Laurel in the canopy. Work has been done in riparian areas
alongside the creek that runs through the property within subtropical rainforest and
‘Ecotonal’ forest on the slopes higher up on hillsides facing east and west.

Significant flora species that have recently been recorded at this place include the Geodorum
densiflorum, Cassia markisiana, Dendrocnide moroides, Syzygium moorei, Marsdenia
longiloba, and Asterolasia sp. Koala’s have been spotted, and so have the White Eared
Monarch and the Wompoo Fruit Dove. Vulnerable species including the Rose Crowned Fruit
Dove and the Wompoo Fruit Dove have also been recorded.

Overall, it was great to see the hard work undertaken at the site and natural regen occurring
at the site. Thank you for having us Hamish.



Burringbar November Community Planting

On Sunday 9 November 14 people attended the community tree planting at Burringbar
Community Landcare site. The day was part of a Partnership grant which is a collaboration
between Burringbar Community Landcare, OzFish Unlimited, Tweed Shire Council and Tweed
Landcare. In a few hours the enthusiastic team planted, watered and staked 250 local native
riparian plants to help stablise the creek bank and improve fish habitat. Burringbar
Community Landcare volunteers will now look after the plants while they establish.

Reviving Country: Cultural Burn brings community
together at Fingal

The Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal Land Council (TBLALC) Land and Sea Rangers recently led a
successful Cultural burn at Fingal Head on TBLALC land. This event was the culmination of
months of planning and collaboration with TBLALC, the Rural Fire Service (RFS), and Tweed
Landcare Inc.

The burn was part of two North Coast Regional Landcare Network projects designed to
strengthen ties between Aboriginal organisations and Landcare groups. These initiatives also
open doors for Rangers to gain both formal and informal training, blending traditional
knowledge with modern fire management techniques.

The burn itself was a great success, carried out under ideal conditions with Elders, TBLALC,
and project partners present to lend their support and wisdom. After mop up was complete
we were able to have a yarn over lunch.

As the projects continue, the Rangers will undertake fire training with the RFS Cudgen
Brigade and work with Tweed Landcare to develop fire management plans for TBLALC
coastal lands to support ongoing management of Country.

This vital work is supported by funding from the NSW Government under the NSW Koala
Strategy delivered in partnership with North Coast Regional Landcare Network Far North
Coast Aboriginal Partnership helping to empower Aboriginal-led land management and
cultural practices.



Preserving the legacy of Nature Care in the Tweed

The rich history of Tweed Nature Care groups is being preserved through a
unique partnership with Tweed Regional Museum.

The Tweed Shire's stunning natural landscape owes a deep debt of gratitude to its
Nature Care Groups. For decades, tireless volunteers from Landcare, Dunecare, and
other 'Friends of' groups have been the backbone of environmental rehabilitation,
cultivating a profound cultural connection to the land. Now, a vital new project is
underway to ensure their history is never lost.

A Living History Collection

Council’s Natural Area Management Team, the Tweed Regional Museum, Tweed
Landcare, and the Murwillumbah Historical Society are collaborating on an exciting
initiative: establishing a Nature Care collection at the Museum.

It's been observed that many of the Tweed's 200 registered volunteers across 16
groups have been quietly holding onto decades of history—from photographs and
articles to unique artefacts. These items vividly illustrate the evolution of
environmental stewardship in the region. Sadly, some of this precious history is already
gone.

This project aims to meticulously collect, document, and store these materials. It’s an
act of recognition, honouring the impact of past and present environmental heroes and
securing their legacy for the future.

Stories of Stewardship

The collection is already taking shape, guided by Curator Erika Taylor. Starting with a
single commemorative ceramic mug, the collection quickly doubled with the donation
of a 'Coastal Walk' t-shirt from Fingal Head Coastcare. The focus is on finding unique
"Objects" that tell a compelling story about a group’s contributions or the broader
Nature Care movement.

The ultimate goal is to inspire. In 2026, the project hopes to culminate in a
commemorative event for volunteers and a public display—potentially through an
interactive Story Map or a Museum on Wheels . This ensures the dedication of the
Tweed’s environmental guardians is not only preserved but celebrated, inspiring new
generations to continue the vital work.



What’s next?

e Start thinking about what’s in your collection already and how those
Objects relate to the criteria above.

e Collaborate with your group, particularly any long-standing members.
Connect with your group’s prior members or Coordinators if possible.

® Council and Tweed Landcare will set up a follow-up session to start
collecting and reviewing your Objects in early 2026 before submitting
them to the Museum.

® A case study will be sent to the Nature Care Group Coordinators for
guidance.

Contact

Dominic Al-Mudaris

Nature Care Group Supervisor, Tweed Shire Council —
Natural Area Management Team — Ph. 02 6671 2982

Dalmudaris@tweed.nsw.gov.au

Amalia Pahlow
Tweed Landcare Coordinator, Tweed Landcare Inc. — Ph. 02 6670 2199

Amalia.pahlow@tweedlandcare.org.au




NATIVE PLANT OF THE MONTH

Hoop Pine

Hoop Pine, a common tree in the Tweed Valley,
is estimated to grow to about 60 metres in
height, but this now seems that this is an under-
estimate.

In a recent study, Griffith University researchers
were surprised to detect an emergent Hoop
Pine reaching 77 metres in height! Using LiDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging - laser light
measures distances), the researchers modelled
forest canopy height across 3.1 million hectares
of the Border Ranges. It is believed that the 77
metre Hoop Pine may be the tallest rainforest
tree ever found.

Left: LiDAR-image-of-77m_hoop_pine
Below: Emergent Hoop Pines, Stotts Is.

A common tree in the Tweed
Valley, Hoop Pine (Araucaria
cunninghamii) gets its name
from the striped bark. Slow
growing, it may live for over
400 years. Mature trees are
cone-shaped, with whorled
branches and very fine and
pointy leaves. Male and
female cones are usually on
the same tree. Male cones are
cylindrical spikes; round female cones are at the top of the tree, enabling the seed to
be dispersed by the wind.

https://news.griffith.edu.au/2025/10/07/tree-as-tall-as-27-storey-building-found-in-new-mapping-
study-of-180-million-trees/




NATIVE ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Bats In Backyards

Insect-eating bats are in decline.
They need our help. Of the 34 species
in NSW, 17 are listed as threatened.
Insect-eating bats play a vital role in
our ecosystem by eating insects like
cockroaches, mosquitoes, and
agricultural pests.

That’s why we’re proud to support
Bats in Backyards, a citizen science
project aimed at securing

: . S populations of threatened insect-
Image: Eastern forest bat (Vespadelus pumilus) — John eating bats in NSW.

Turbill -DCCEEW

Bats in Backyards is asking citizen
scientists to survey insect-eating bats on their property by recording bat calls over five days
using a bat detector device provided to participants.

The recordings will be analysed by scientists, and each property owner will receive a full
report detailing each bat species detected, their preferred habitat and food, and
recommended actions for bat protection and conservation.

Citizen scientists involved in the project will contribute invaluable data to help scientists build
a better understanding of threatened insect-eating bats and will help to inform their
conservation.

You can become a Bats in Backyards citizen scientist if you live in the following local
government areas: Armidale; Bogan, Blue Mountains, Brewarrina, Clarence Valley, Coffs
Harbour, Dubbo, Moree Plains, Narrabri, Sydney Basin (includes 30 local government areas in
the Greater Sydney Metropolitan Area) and Walgett.

Every recording matters. Contribute yours.

Find out more at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/batsinbackyards

The Bats in Backyards project is a collaborative effort between citizen scientists, the NSW
Government’s Saving our Species program, the Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development, Impact Ecology and Western Sydney University.


http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/batsinbackyards

WEED OF THE MONTH

Cats claw creeper (Dolichandra unguis-cati)

Don’t be fooled by the pretty yellow flowers of Cat’s Claw Creeper (Dolichandra unguis-cati). It
is a problem plant, a woody vine that can completely smother native vegetation, especially along
rivers, killing trees and understorey plants. The large climbing stems can also reach to the top of
the forest canopy where, through a combination of weight and shading, they can cause the
eventual death of the largest canopy trees.

How to identify it

Leaves: opposite, in pairs and a
third ‘leaflet’ is modified into a
small three-clawed tendril.

Flowers: bright, trumpet-shaped
yellow flowers, obvious in
spring, 4-10cm long.

Seed pods: brown, elongated,
flattened strap-like pod with
many winged, viable seeds in
each that can be carried long
distances by wind and water.

stems: become woody vines
that cover and strangulate
whole trees.

Root: vigorous tubers. Vine can
take root at the leaf joints.




Cat’s Claw Creeper is difficult to control, but it can be done with persistence.

How to kill it

Cut the stem about 20-30cm
above the ground with saw,
loppers or chainsaw.

Cut again 30cm above to create a
clear separation. Everything
above the cut stem will die.

Scrape all the way down one side
of the stem with a sharp knife,
secateurs or loppers.

Paint the scrape and cut stump
with herbicide.

Mix glyphosate 1:1.5 with water.
Add 1g of metsulfuron methyl per
litre.

Remember to monitor and spot
spray regrowth or new seedlings
with 100ml glyphosate with 1.5 g
metsulfuron methyl and 20 ml
surfactant in 10L water.

Sit back and admire your work.
The tree will thank you for it!

A few really committed Landcarers have controlled it by first cutting it back so that the upper part
of the vine dies, then digging up the tubers which can be as big as footballs! Not for the faint-
hearted, this is a labour intensive method.

Article adapted from TLI leaflet created by Kim Stephan in 2021.



SUSTAINABLE FARMING

Introducing the Tweed Regenerative Agriculture
Information Network (TRAIN)

Exciting news on the Tweed Sustainable Farming space!
Tweed Shire Council’s Sustainable Agriculture Program has
just launched a great initiative — “The Tweed Regenerative
Agriculture Information Network (TRAIN)”. This will be a
farmer-led online space to share knowledge and help
strengthen regenerative agriculture across the Tweed

= Shire.

The Tweed Regenerative Agriculture Information Network or 'TRAIN' is now LIVE on Your Say
Tweed.

Their mission is to:

& Share local knowledge — Exchange practical ideas, on-farm learnings, and proven
regenerative practices.

£ Strengthen our community — Build trust and connect farmers, landholders, and local
knowledge holders to tackle local challenges collaboratively towards a shared vision for the
future of agriculture in the Tweed.

|, Encourage innovation — Provide a space to discuss trials, emerging techniques and new
opportunities in regenerative farming.

7 Share local events and opportunities — Stay up to date on workshops, grants and
initiatives that support regenerative agriculture in the Tweed.

@ Regenerate our landscape — Protect soil health, biodiversity and the long-term
productivity of Tweed farmland.

Sign up today!

As a subscriber to Council’s Sustainable Agriculture Network, you get early access to the page.
Council is encouraging people to jump on board and be some of the first to kickstart the
conversation. You will need to create a Your Say Tweed account to get involved - this should
only take you a few minutes. Once signed up, go to the bottom of the page and click on TRAIN
talks” or “Go to discussion” to post a question or share info. This will become a space to share
info on upcoming events, grant opportunities and other activities, so keep an eye on the
‘News feed' tab at the bottom of the page.

Get involved here


https://www.yoursaytweed.com.au/train
https://www.yoursaytweed.com.au/train
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The survey can be completed by calling 0461 354 734 or online
at: https://mquni.aul.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3LhnfalkXMsTIt8?Q_CHL=qr
The survey closes at the end of December, and the research team is in the Northern
Rivers doing face-to-face interviews until 6 December.
You can read more about the research at: https://research.csiro.au/pestreadi/

£

SoilCare
Inc.

--------

Jom Us to celebrate |

World Soil Day

With Dan Falkenberg (Viticulturist for Eden Hall Wlnes)

Dan will share insights on soil'health, farm resilience, biodiversity, and howworking with nature
yields positive results. He will provide transition.tips to regenerative agriculture and nature-based
strategies from a grower's perspective that any-agricultural pperation.can’ implement.

Bookings required by 27 Nov at
www.humanitix.com.au

$45.00 (s incl) for SoilCare members kA
$50.00 (GsT incl) for non members ﬁ:ﬁ MEEL

.':l.
Ticket includes: 3 it
The Farm beef burger & salads, CESat
Eden Hall 4x 30mL wine tastings, BOOK Now!

1x 150 mL wine & 1x Stone & Wood beer.

More information at
www.soilcare.org or info@soilcare.org
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https://mquni.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3LhnfalkXMsTIt8?Q_CHL=qr
https://research.csiro.au/pestreadi/

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

North Queensland Rainforests now emit carbon

Research has found that tropical rainforests in North Queensland have switched from
being a carbon sink to carbon source. Carbon is being lost to the atmosphere because
trees are dying and they are not being replaced by new growth. Is it possible that this is
also true of the subtropical forests of northern NSW?

SEE: https://theconversation.com/a-crucial-store-of-carbon-in-australias-tropical-
forests-has-switched-from-carbon-sink-to-carbon-source-262955

Woody Meadows Guidelines

The University of Melbourne is promoting the idea of what they call “Woody Meadows” for
street and public place vegetation. The idea is to have dense low care gardens of local
native plants that will increase habitat for birds, insects and other small critters. You may
already be doing this in your garden. The guidelines contain useful advice and can be
downloaded.

SEE: https://woodymeadow.unimelb.edu.au/fact-sheets/guidelines/

To check whether the plants you choose are local to the Tweed, go to the Tweed Shire’s
Native Species Planting Guide, a wonderful resource for local flora.
SEE: https://info.tweed.nsw.gov.au/native-species-planting-guide/tweed

Bush Heritage Big Sky Country Podcast Series

Bush Heritage Australia have launched a great little podcast series called Big Sky Country
which have regular monthly episodes featuring stories from across Australia.

Season 3 of Big Sky Country features 2022 National Landcare Award winner Sylvia
Leighton, farmer, scientist and landcarer — listen here. In this episode learn about the
ecological richness of the landscapes of Southwest Western Australia. Hear how
Gondwana Link CEO Keith Bradby, and others - including Bush Heritage — are restoring a
1000km stretch of bushland in this global biodiversity hotspot, shaped over millions of
years by glacial shifts and evolution.

For Noongar Elder Lester Coyne itis a place where his people prospered long before the
disruptive forces of colonisation. Today it is surrounded by monotonal agricultural
properties. But that doesn't mean farmers like Sylvia Leighton don't also feel a deep love
for nature. 4 The question is how to balance the need to feed and resource our planet,
while preserving biodiversity: our biggest natural defence against climate change.


https://theconversation.com/a-crucial-store-of-carbon-in-australias-tropical-forests-has-switched-from-carbon-sink-to-carbon-source-262955
https://theconversation.com/a-crucial-store-of-carbon-in-australias-tropical-forests-has-switched-from-carbon-sink-to-carbon-source-262955
https://woodymeadow.unimelb.edu.au/fact-sheets/guidelines/
https://info.tweed.nsw.gov.au/native-species-planting-guide/tweed
https://www.bushheritage.org.au/news/podcasts?srsltid=AfmBOop4tbPqie0T0sea6rQvhqa-0EAgzJVsoyxXeSHqNkRPM2efrM4Y

What you need to know about sunscreen

CHOICE report testing carried out in June revealed that 16 out of 20 sunscreens failed to meet their SPF
claims. In the wake of the testing several other sunscreens, several sunscreens that have not met SPF
standards have been removed from sale. The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has been taking
action. The four sunscreens that passed their testing are:

La Roche-Posay Anthelios Wet Skin Sunscreen 50+ passed at 58.04 per dose
Mecca Cosmetica To Save Body SPF 50+ Hydrating Sunscreen passed at S7.35 per dose
Neutrogena Ultra Sheer Body Lotion SPF 50 passed at $8.24 per dose
Cancer Council Kids Sunscreen SPF 50+ passed at 54.93 per dose.

Find out more here - We tested the SPF claims of 20 sunscreens. 16 failed | CHOICE

Choice report finds popular Australian sunscreens fail to meet SPF claims on label - ABC News




UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS

Wednesday 03 December — Seedbank Safari Bus Trip — Tweed Landcare Inc.
9:00am —4:30pm

Register here - Wild Seed Safari: Tweed & Byron Shires Tickets, Various sites around
the Tweed and Byron Shires | TryBooking Australia

Saturday 6" December, Pottsville Environment Centre — Tweed Shire Council
9am-12:30pm
Register here - Fundamentals of Bush Regeneration and Seedling Identification

Sunday December 14" at 8-11 am, Chillingham Landcare Open Day
Chillingham Xmas Markets at the Community Centre @ 1469 Numinbah Road,

Chillingham

The Mushroom Whisperers LIVE @ The Citadel
Sunday 14 December (3pm and 7pm sessions)
All profits will be generously donated to Landcare!

% Date & Time: 14th December - 3pm and 7pm sessions
© | ocation: The Citadel - 21 Queen St, Murwillumbah
88 Tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/the-mushroom-whisperers

'Creating Resilient Landscapes and Enhancing Vineyard (& Farm) Biodiversity' —
hosted by SoilCare

SoilCare are hosting a World Soil Day celebration at The Farm Byron Bay. Guest speaker
Dan Faulkenberg of Eden Hall Wines will share insights on soil health, farm resilience,
biodiversity, and how working with nature yields positive results.

When: Friday 5" December, 5pm-8.30pm

Where: The Farm, Byron Bay

More info and bookings: World Soil Day -'Creating Resilient Landscapes and Enhancing
Vineyard (& Farm) Biodiversity'

Regenerative Farming & Biodiversity — hosted by Raven Place Farm
Join David Brooks (Wild BnB) and Rachael Sanderson (Life a Little Greener) for a hands-
on tour of Raven Place Farm, where organic bush regeneration meets biodiversity. See


https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1502367
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1502367
https://events.humanitix.com/bush-regeneration-tweed
https://maps.app.goo.gl/DaPH4DNxwHifZdYD7
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https://events.humanitix.com/the-mushroom-whisperers
https://events.humanitix.com/wsd-resilientfarms
https://events.humanitix.com/wsd-resilientfarms

how they use mycelium, owl boxes, native bee hives, and microbat boxes to support
wildlife, organic pest control, and pollination.

When: Saturday 6™ December, 9am-10.30am

Where: Raven Place Farm, Clothiers Creek

More info and bookings: https://www.ravenplace.com.au/event-details-
registration/regenerative-farming-biodiversity-at-raven-place-farm

Agroforestry Workshop — Pruning for Production & Ecology — hosted by Green Bird
Organics

Join Green Bird Organics on the farm during a major eucalypt pruning to learn the
principles of syntropic agroforestry — and how to build food, fibre, and ecological
resilience into one productive system. An immersive day on the farm exploring how
syntropic principles can transform the way we grow. This hands-on workshop
introduces the philosophy and practice of syntropy — a farming approach that works
with natural succession.

When: Sunday 7 December, 8am-2pm

Where: Green Bird Organics Farm, Duranbah

More info and bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/agroforestry-workshop

Organic Horticulture RD & | stakeholder roundtable — hosted by Australian Organic
Limited

Australian Organic Limited are giving Organic Horticulture Operators the opportunity to
share insights, identify challenges, and help shape the future direction of Australia’s
organic horticulture sector. Organic growers are invited to attend a face-to-face
roundtable session at The Farm or book a personal one-on-one interview to share your
insights.

When: Tuesday 9" December, 10.30am - 4pm

Where: The Farm, Byron Bay

Registrations: Register for the Organic Horticulture RD & | stakeholder roundtable -
Form by Asana

More info: RD&I Strategy for Organic Horticulture Sector - Australian Organic

Property Planning Workshop series — Local Land Services calling for expressions of
interest

Local Land Services are calling for expressions of interest in a series of property
planning workshops. The free hands-on property planning workshop series are North
Coast landholders wanting to reset or develop their property plans. Through five
flexible sessions, you'll gain tools, insights, expert advice and peer support to better
understand your land, plan for future challenges, and communicate your vision.


https://www.ravenplace.com.au/event-details-registration/regenerative-farming-biodiversity-at-raven-place-farm
https://www.ravenplace.com.au/event-details-registration/regenerative-farming-biodiversity-at-raven-place-farm
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https://form.asana.com/?k=PKpeZxKSx76rGL_BEiUbLQ&d=1138356974456885
https://form.asana.com/?k=PKpeZxKSx76rGL_BEiUbLQ&d=1138356974456885
https://austorganic.com/organic-horticulture-research-strategy-2025/

Expressions of interest close: 12" December 2025

Link to EOI: Qualtrics Survey | Qualtrics Experience Management
Contact: Toby Seccombe 0419 437 697 (Senior Agricultural Advisor)
toby.seccombe@Ills.nsw.gov.au

ProPastures — Local Land Services calling for expressions of interest

Local Land Services are calling for expressions of interest for local livestock producers
and landholders to participate in a free 4-part workshop series commencing in early
2026. It can also be run as a standalone session depending on participant needs and
knowledge. Recent years have seen massive impacts on pastures across the region
from several record severe weather events and the incursion of pasture

dieback. Choosing a pasture management strategy following severe weather or pasture
dieback impacts whilst trying to build future resilience in the pasture system is neither
low risk nor simple.

Expressions of interest close: 12" December 2025

Link to EOI: https://regionalnsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 72NV0O87rShGZ702
Contact: Nathan Jennings 0437 083 147 (Senior Livestock Officer)
nathan.jennings@Ils.nsw.gov.au

Property weed management: 3 December Grafton - Property weed management
Grafton

Local Land Services Sustainable Farming workshops in 2026
Expressions of interest NOW OPEN
e Understanding your livestock database Qualtrics Survey | Qualtrics Experience
Management
o Sheep and goat essentials Qualtrics Survey | Qualtrics Experience Management
e Property
Planning https://regionalnsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bwHrMKOxPaiabncCont
act
e ProPastures https://regionalnsw.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV 72NVO87rShGZ702
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GRANTS ON OFFER

TWEED SHIRE COUNCIL

e Sustainable agriculture small grants program. The sustainable agriculture small
grants program supports local farmers to use land management practices that
benefit the farm, the community and the environment.
https://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/environment/agriculture-farming.

e River Health Grants Program. River Health Grants aim to improve and protect
water quality and waterway health in the shire’s natural waterways.
Environmental grants and incentives | Tweed Shire Council.

e Biodiversity Grants Program. Support for landholders, community groups and
researchers to improve biodiversity management in the Tweed. Environmental
grants and incentives | Tweed Shire Council

For more information about the grants listed, go to the Tweed Shire Council Grant
Finder page. https://www.tweed.nsw.gov.au/community/community-support/qrants-
funding/qrant-finder

NSW RURAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORITY

Disaster relief loans - Storm and Flood Recovery Loans - Primary producers. Primary
producers directly affected by a declared natural disaster who are in urgent and
genuine need of assistance, may be eligible for low interest loans of up to $130,000.
Applications close 4 December 2025 - Natural Disaster Relief Grants | NSW Rural
Assistance Authority (RAA)

RURAL LANDHOLDER GRANTS - $10,000 Rural Landholder Grants to assist
communities impacted by the NSW East Coast severe weather event that began on 18
May 2025 (AGRN 1212). Applications close 4 December 2025. Rural Landholder Grants
| NSW Rural Assistance Authority (RAA)

CONSERVATION PARTNERS PROGRAM. Biodiversity Conservation Trust. The BCT’s
Conservation Partners Program is for landholders wishing to protect and manage
biodiversity on their land. - Apply for a conservation partners grant | BCT

PURVES ENVIRONMENTAL FUND GRANTS. The Purves Environmental Fund enables
and empowers others to work together to achieve meaningful impact in the areas of
environmental sustainability and biodiversity. More details here
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SAVING OUR NATIVE SPECIES — Emergency Actions for Threatened Species provides
organisations with up to $600,000 to help deliver the prevention of extinctions of
plants and animals. The program will support the delivery of the Threatened Species
Action Plan (2022-2032) (the Action Plan) towards zero extinctions. Applications close
1 December 2025. More information here



https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/action-plan-2022-2032
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GETTING HANDS ON

Who wants to spend more time in nature this month?

Where & when you'll find our Tweed Locality Group

Bilambil Landcare

Care Group Coordinator: Gary Austin
Every Tuesday 9am

Meet at the entrance to the football oval at
Bilambil, just south of the Bilambil Creek
bridge.

Burringbar Community

Landcare

Care Group Coordinators:

Debra Minto & Sally Fitzgerald

First Sunday 9-11am

Meet at Greenvale Court.

Third Sunday 9-11am

Meet next to Masterton Park, Main St.

Byrrill Creek Landcare (Private Land)
Contact: Joanna Gardner - 02 6679 7039
Second Sunday 9am-1pm

Meet at Pretty Gully, 564 Byrrill Creek Rd,
Byrrill Ck.

Cabarita Beach Dunecare

Care Group Coordinator: Faye Nash
1st Saturday 8:30-10.30am
Meet at shipping container just south of

Bogangar Public School (Tweed Coast Road).

3rd Tuesday 10-11.30 am
Meet at Cabarita Sports and Bowls Club
(nursery)

Casuarina Beach Dunecare

Care Group Coordinator: Ross Pierce
Generally weekly but no specific
day/time. Working from track 1 south.

Chillingham Landcare
Care Group Coordinator: Marcel Cheatle
4th Sunday 8.30-10.30am

Fingal Head Coastcare

Care Group Coordinator: Richard Roberts
Thursday 8-11am & Saturday 9am-12 noon
[additional work may be done on other days]
Meet at Coastcare nursery off the lighthouse
track. Meet at Coastcare nursery off the
lighthouse track.

Friends of Cudgen Nature Reserve

Care Group Coordinators: Chris Core or John
McDonagh

Second Saturday 8-10am

Meet at Sliprails Rd or Clothiers Creek Rd

Friends of Travis on the Oxley

Care Group Coordinator: Kim

Stephan

Third Saturday 3-5pm

Meet at southern side of Travis Campbell Park,
on the riverbank

Friends of Wollumbin
Care Group Coordinator:
lan -

1st Saturday 8am-12
noon Kyogle Road,
Byangum, 3 km south of
Byangum bridge, at the
green container on Tweed
River.

Hastings Point Dunecare

Care Group Coordinator: Andrew Browne -
Every Tuesday 7-9am

Meet at shipping container on Tweed Coast
Road just north of North Star Holiday Park



Hospital Hill Landcare

Care Group Coordinator: Barry Firth
1st Saturday 8.30-10.30am

Meet at carpark near Lion’s lookout,
Karramul Street, Murwillumbah.

Island Drive Landcare

Care Group Coordinator: Clare Alchin
2nd Thursday 9-11 am

Meet at main carpark, Keith Curran
Reserve, Island Drive, Tweed Heads

Kingscliff Community Dunecare

Care Group Coordinator: Peter Langley
or Al Stewart

Tuesday and Thursday 8-10am

First & Third Saturday 8-11am

Meeting spot varies — Contact Al or Peter

Murwillumbah Creek Landcare
Care Group Coordinator: Annie
3rd Saturday 8am-10am

Meet opposite 8 Hartigan Street,
Murwillumbah.

Pottsville Community Dunecare
Care Group Coordinator: Bill
Hoskins Every Monday &
Wednesday 7-9am (except April)
Mooball Beach dunes - exact
location determined Wednesday
before.

Upper Duroby Landcare (Private Land)
Contact: Jan Sinclair - 07 5590 9826

or Lee Perkins 0410 430 923

2nd Sunday 2-4pm

Uki River Carers (Platypus Park)

Care Group Coordinator: Matt Bloor

Fourth Sunday of every month (8.30-10.30am)
Meet at car park on the side of Kyogle Rd,
opposite of Meadow P, Uki

Most groups listed above operate on Council managed land and are managed under Tweed Shire Council’s
Nature Care Group program, in partnership with Tweed Landcare Inc.

If you would like to volunteer with a group, please contact the Nature
Care Program below. For groups on private land, please contact the
group coordinator listed above.


https://app.betterimpact.com/PublicOrganization/b3ccadd3-1d6b-43e5-9539-c5e668a49ca3/1
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Tureed
Nature Care

Want to help restore and enhance the
Tweed’s coastline and bushland?

v" Find out more
v Sign up
v Get involved!

Scan the QR code or head to tweed.nsw.gov.aufvolunteering

Nature Care Groups operate on Council-managed land as Tweed Shire
Council volunteers and are supported in partnership with Tweed Landcare
Inc. with groups across the coastline and throughout the hinterland.

e: naturecare@tweed.nsw.gov.au
p: 02 6670 2400
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